
Unit: 5 Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 

 

Grade Level: HS World History 
Unit Name:  5 Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 
Pacing 2 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
9-12.WH.4.GS.A 

Analyze the key ideas of Enlightenment 

thinkers to explain the development of ideas 

such as natural law, natural rights, social 

contract, due process, and separation of 

powers. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.WH.3.CC.A 
(DOK 3) 
 
 
 
 
 

\9-12 WH-1.CC.A 

Learning Targets: 
 
⮚ I will identify key Enlightenment 

thinkers and their major ideas.   

⮚ I will analyze how these 

Enlightenment ideas affected our 

American government system and 

ideas about government.   

⮚ I will trace the enlightenment 

principles on new ideas about 

government.  

⮚ I will explain how the Enlightenment 

challenged the role of a citizen. 

⮚ I will describe how new ideas about 
limited government and natural rights 
changed governments in Europe and 
influenced the American colonists ideas 
about government. 

 
⮚  

 
 
⮚  I will describe how the ideas of the 

Scientific Revolution, such as the 
heliocentric theory and advances in 
medicine, challenged the authority of the 
Catholic Church 

 

Supporting Standards:  
 

9-12.WH.4.CC.B 

Compare and contrast causes and significant 

outcomes of political revolutions during this 

era.  

 

9-12.WH.4.GS.B 

Compare and contrast limited and absolute 

governments and the extent of their impact on 

individuals and society. 

  

9-12.WH.4.EC.A 

Analyze the origins and characteristics of 

laissez faire, market, mixed, and command 

economic systems to determine their effects on 

personal, social, and political decisions. 

 

9-12.WH.2.PC.A 

Explain how scientific and technological 

advancements impacted the interconnectedness 

within and among regions.  

 

9-12.WH.4.PC.B 

Analyze new technologies and new forms of 

energy to determine their effects on the lives of 

individuals, groups, and societal organization.  

 

9-12.WH.4.PC.C 



(DOK 3) 
Create and use tools to analyze a chronological 
sequence of related events in world history. 
 
9-12.WH.1.PC.A 
(DOK 3) 
Using a world history lens, describe how peoples’ 
perspectives shaped the sources/artifacts they 
created 

⮚ I will use various types of (timelines, 
charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze events 
in world history. 

 
 
➢   I will, when analyzing primary resources,  be 

able to take into consideration point of view; bias; 
audience; purpose; 

➢ I will, when analyzing primary sources, be able to 
take into consideration political, social, and 
economic circumstances of the time to develop 
historical empathy 

 
 
 

Analyze social and educational reform 

movements to determine their impact on the 

challenges brought about by revolutions.   

 

Big Ideas: 
 
 
Intellectual developments affect 
all aspects of life, including 
politics, economics and society. 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
What circumstances led to the Scientific Revolution 
and the Enlightenment? 
 
What principles of many Enlightenment philosophes 
became central to the US political system? 

 

Vocabulary: 
geocentric theory 
heliocentric theory 
philosophes 
social contract 
reason 
salon 
enlightened despot 
natural rights 
separation of power 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


